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95-106 April 4, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
HISTORY FAIR 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University will host the 33rd annual Eastern 
Regional Illinois History Fair on Saturday, April 8. 
The public is invited to the opening ceremonies at 10 a.m. in the University 
Ballroom of the University Union. 
EIU President David Joms; Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill; Rep. Mike Weaver; 
Sen. Harry "Babe" Woodyard; Keith Sculle, school services director of the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency; and Ron Gholson, EIU professor of education and 
history fair coordinator, will speak. 
Entertainment will be provided by the EIU Collegians show choir, who will 
present a musical salute, "Celebrating 100 Years of EIU and the American Broadway 
Musical." 
Some 350 junior and secondary school students are expected to attend the fair, 
which has been held at Eastern since 1989. 
All projects entered must depict or illustrate some aspect of Illinois state or local 
history. 
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The public is invited to view the projects between 12:45 and 1 :45 p.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom of the University Union and to attend the awards program at 2 p.m. in 
the University Ballroom. 
Carol Helwig, chair of EIU's Department of Elementary and Junior High School 
Education, will begin the awards program by delivering greetings from Olive S. Foster, 
former Illinois state historian and creator of the Illinois History Fair, a statewide 
program of regional history meetings for teenagers. 
Foster, now retired, served with the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency from 
1960 to 1977 as director of school services; from 1978 to 1981 as assistant state 
historian; and from 1981 to 1985 as Illinois state historian. 
In her Jetter celebrating the Centennial of the university's creation, Foster noted 
that EIU and Charleston have 11been entwined both politically and historically~~ with 
Springfield. She also said that Eastern has provided more presidents for the Illinois 
State Historical Society than any other state university. 
Those former presidents were Professors Glenn H. Seymour, Donald F. 
Tingley, David J. Maurer and E. Duane Elbert, as well as EIU graduate Samuel Lilly. 
Special university Centennial certificates also will be presented to participating 
teachers and history project award winners will be announced. 
History fair participants include Danville High School; Lexington High School; 
Oblong Elementary School; Prairie Central Junior High School in Forrest; New Hebron 
Christian School in Robinson; Hutsonville Junior High School; Tower Hill Junior High 
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School; University High School in Normal; East Prairie Elementary School in Tuscola; 
Tuscola High School; Palestine Grade School; Holy Family School in Decatur; and Tri-
Valley Middle School in Downs. 
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